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http://guides.lib.washington.edu/gfis


Overview: 5 Steps to Success
Goal = Maximize summer to make for a 

less-stressful fall application season



1. Do a self-inventory
What type of funding do I need, and when?

Things to keep in mind:



 Different types of



 Funding needs during degree
Coursework Proposal

Master’s
Predoctoral

Ph.D. & Beyond

Postdoctoral/ 
Postgraduate

Dissertation Fellowship/Scholarship

Research Writing

Language & Travel



 Annual funding calendar

September – December
Deadlines for NEXT year

January – April
Deadlines for upcoming summer

April – September (and year-round)
Organize funding search
Prepare research proposals, CVs, etc.
Line up letters of recommendation
Fall/year-long assistantships posted



My qualities as an applicant
In which domains might I seek funding?



My status as a student
What things might limit my eligibility?

Not eligible for U.S. government financial aid
May not be eligible for some internal and external funding
May have special opportunities designed for international students

Not eligible for some internal funding and assistantships
For basic information about fee-based programs, see:
http://depts.washington.edu/registra/students/feeBasedFAQ.php

http://depts.washington.edu/registra/students/feeBasedFAQ.php


2. Get organized
How will I keep track of opportunities, 

deadlines, and application progress?

Tips:



3. Find opportunities
Where and how should I look?

Tips:



 Explore UW Resources

Department funding

GO-MAP 
(Graduate Opportunities & Minority
Achievement Program)
http://www.grad.washington.edu/gomap/

Office of Fellowships & Awards
https://www.grad.washington.edu/students/fa/calendar.shtml

http://www.grad.washington.edu/gomap/
https://www.grad.washington.edu/students/fa/calendar.shtml


Some “Fellowships Calendar” Funding by Type



UW Hires

GFIS Blog Departments & Schools

 Learn to find assistantships 

https://uwhires.admin.washington.edu/eng/candida
tes/default.cfm?szLocationID=88

http://grantsandfundinginformationserviceblog.wordpress.com/ http://www.washington.edu/about/academics/departments/

Research Centers

http://www.washington.edu/research/centers/

https://uwhires.admin.washington.edu/eng/candidates/default.cfm?szLocationID=88
http://grantsandfundinginformationserviceblog.wordpress.com/
http://www.washington.edu/about/academics/departments/
http://www.washington.edu/research/centers/


 Use funding databases

Tips for web searches for funding

Subject-specific

via http://guides.lib.washington.edu/gfis/fundingdatabases
Subscription

From other universities

http://guides.lib.washington.edu/gfis/fundingdatabases


Professional association scholarships

• Access on- and off-
campus

• Search many 
combinations, 
criteria

• For SciVal, register 
for alerts 

GFIS Guide 
http://guides.lib.washington.edu/gfis/fundingdatabases

http://guides.lib.washington.edu/gfis/fundingdatabases


 Be creative
• Brainstorm search terms

• Use your network
• Professional/academic associations

• Leadership, fraternal, religious, cultural  groups
• Organizations you want to work or partner with
• Reverse searching
• Funding lists from other university departments

http://www.googleguide.com

http://www.cacareercafe.com/association-lessons/

http://www.googleguide.com/
http://www.cacareercafe.com/association-lessons/


4. Compile application materials
What can I work on over the summer?

Tips:

(advisors, peers, 
Writing Center, 
Career Center, 
Office of Fellowships & Awards)

https://depts.washington.edu/owrc/
http://careers.washington.edu/
http://www.grad.washington.edu/students/fa/


5.  Apply!
How do I know what to apply for, and when?

Tips:



Questions?



Thank you!
Please fill out our feedback survey:

https://catalyst.uw.edu/webq/survey/gfis/270443

Spring 2015 Drop-In Hours
Mondays: 1:30 - 2:30 pm

Wednesdays: 1:30 - 2:30 pm

Summer 2015 Drop-In Hours 
TBA, contact gfis@uw.edu or see 

http://commons.lib.washington.edu/services/dropin/gfis
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